Close part
of Riverside?

Well, maybe

he campaign to
} I change several down-
town Austin streets
from one-way to two-way
trafflc is ratcheting up over
keeping Riverside Drive
open by Town Lake.

City transportation offi-
cials who have worked on
extensive traffic analysis of
downtown streets say that
elosing Riverside Drive com-
pletaly between South First
Street and Lamar Boulevard
averly harms trafflc flow,

But they do recommend a
$2.2 million project to re-
move two lanes and alter
Riverside so it becomes a
meandering road with one
lane in each direction and
scenie landscaping touches
as it travels by the planned
Town Lake Park,

That's not good enough for
the park promoters, who ar-
gue that no vehicular traffic
ought to be allowed to enter
what they're hoping will be
an entirely green oasis in
Austin,

And yes, that means they
face the prospect of convine
ing commuters that one few-
er east-west route in a termi-
nally north-south city is a
good thing.

The Town Lake Park con-
tingent pushed to have Riv-
erside included In the city's
analysis to begin with,

Now that the study warns
against closing the Riverside
section, the groups want the
ity to take another crack at
it
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maodel that shows how down-

town traffic changes if
streets are altered. [t also
considered parking, emerg-
ing developments and mak-
ing streets more pedestrian
friendly,

The analysis is the basis
for ity officials’ recommen-
dation that Second, Seventh,
Eighth, Ninth, 10th, Colo-
rado, Brazos and Trinity
streets and San Jacinto Bou-
levard switch from one-way
traffic to two-way travel,
amang dozens of potential
changes,

Major one-way thorough-
fares Guadalupe, Lavaca,
Fifth and Sixth streets would
not be touched, however,

The city's analysis showed
delays spiking on the Con-
gress Avenue, South First
and Lamar bridges if that
Riverside section were
closed.

Delays jumped 17 percent
to 53 percent on the bridges,
the model showed.

But the park folks are not
giving up just yet,

They're the only ones
among a broad collection of

community groups, eivic
boards and city committees
briefed about the plan in the
past two months who have
recommended significant
changes to the city's model,

"The gist of it is we are
just trying to find ways to
improve traffic flow so that
we can accommodate the
park," said Larry Akers of
Friends of Town Lake Park.

Park advocates propose
adding, altering or eliminat-
ing turns at intersections
near Riverside to see if traf-
fic conditions improve
enough to bolster their close-
the-road argument,

The city could decide this
week if it will run that extra
analysis but will back off if
the price tag is too high, said
Austan Librach, the city's
transportation planning di-
rector,

“Anything over §5,000
would be too much," he said,

The entire proposal for the
sireets is expectad to go to
the City Couneil sometime in
June,

Getting There appears Mondays. For
questions, tips or story Ideas, con-
tact Getting There at 912-5977 or
commuters@statesman.com
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